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NY Congressional Lines Official

By Michael Johnson 
March 19, 2012 at 5:05 pm
The courts just ruled that the proposed lines that Judge Roann Mann put forth last week are to be certified as official lines for the next decade – as was expected when the state legislature failed to reach a deal on Congressional maps. The court did make 4 small changes. 

(1) The Brooklyn waterfront extending from the Brooklyn Bridge to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel is placed in the same district, Ordered District 7, as it was under the existing plan. Two blocks in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, are then moved from Recommended District 7 to Ordered District 10 to chieve constitutionally mandated population equality.

(2) Wyoming County is united in Ordered District 27. The split of Ontario County, which was already split under the Recommended Plan, is reconfigured to ensure that Ordered District 23 achieves population equality.

(3) A zero population census block is moved from Recommended District 23 to Ordered District 27 to unify the Town of Canandaigua.

(4) A census block containing two people is moved from Recommended District 25 to Ordered District 27 to unify the Town of Hamlin. The split of the Town of Clarkson is shifted from the northeast to the southwest in order to achieve population equality.
Judge Mann’s proposal had been criticized for failing to protect incumbents or “maintaining the cores of existing districts” in several complaints that were filed. The court responded by essentially saying that they did not feel that the special master needed to take those things into consideration, especially when the state lost 2 seats. 

Here’s an excerpt:

Insofar as Magistrate Judge Mann assigned no weight to protecting incumbents, we do not understand her to have concluded that she was legally proscribed from considering this factor, but only that she opted to assign it no weight for reasons explained in her Report. We adopt this reasoning and exercise our own discretion in the same manner. We note only that, in creating a redistricting plan that eliminates two congressional districts, it is impossible to protect all incumbents, thus presenting the judiciary with political choices.
The court also called for a status update on the state legislative lines for Wednesday at 3pm, immediately after the parties involved have to appear to confirm that they have implemented these congressional lines. 

Here’s the full court ruling:

Judge Mann Ruling

http://www.scribd.com/doc/85992150/Congressional-Lines-Court-Ruling
Here are maps showing the 4 small changes the courts made: 

Changes to Congressional Maps

http://www.scribd.com/doc/85994184/Changes-to-Congressional-Maps
Here are the official maps: 

Congress Maps Final

http://www.scribd.com/doc/85993033/Congress-Maps-Final
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